BOOKING-AGENT;   PRODUCER

Prohman said he would be glad, and, accompanying
Charlton to his office, was introduced to Annie Adams,
a well-known actress from Salt Lake City, and her
wistful-eyed little daughter, Maude. They were both
members of the John McGuire Company. This was
Charles Frohman's first meeting with Maude Adams.

At Portland Frohman added "Two Orphans" and
"Esmeralda" to the company's repertoire. But it
barely got them out of town at the really and truly
"farewell."

Now began a return journey from Portland that was
even more precarious than the trip out. Baggage had
to be sacrificed; there was scarcely any scenery. One
"back drop" showing the interior of a cathedral was
used for every kind of scene, from a gambling-house to
a ball-room, To the financial hardship of the home-
ward trip was added real physical trial. Frohman
showed in towns wherever there was the least prospect
of any kind of a house. The company therefore played
in skating-rinks, school-houses, even barns. In some
places the members of the company had to take the oil-
lamps that served as footlights back in the make-
shift dressing-rooms while they dressed.

At Bozeman, Montana, occurred an incident which
showed both the humor and the precariousness of the
situation. Frohman assembled the company in the
waiting-room of the station and, stepping up to the
ticket-office, laid down one hundred and thirty dollars
in cash.

"Where do you want to go?" asked the agent.

Shoving the money at him, Frohman said, "Hp^v far
this take us?"

9?  to him one day:
